
• Increases the regular property tax levy by $0.65/$1,000 of assessed property value.
• Generates approximately $30M per year that is dedicated to Tacoma Fire Department.
• The estimated average household tax increase is $25 per month for a $450K home.

Why the levy?

Fleet
Over 60% of our fleet is past its useful life, and many fail to provide adequate 
safety and reliability for emergency response (for example, the inability to 
pump water into a burning building).

Facilities
“Despite investments and recent renovations to older facilities, many of 
TFD’s 26 facilities have exceeded their useful life, are in poor or critical 
condition (85%), are undersized, and lack modern systems to support 
firefighter health and safety.”  - 2024 Fire Facilities Master Plan

Equipment
There is currently no ongoing funding for essential equipment (e.g., 
self-contained breathing apparatus, vehicle extrication tools, thermal 
imaging cameras, etc.).

Increasing Call Volume
Since 2010, our area's population has grown by about 9%, but TFD's call 
volume has grown by 36%. No additional first response units have been 
added during this time.
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Provide ongoing funding for facilities, vehicles, equipment, additional staffing, 
and $10M of existing fire department expenses. (2026 proposed funding distribution)

What will the funding do?

For additional information, please visit: www.cityoftacoma.org/firelevy
253-591-5774  |  tfdfirelevy@cityoftacoma.org
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Requests for EMS Fire/Alarm/Other First Response Apparatus Count

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

New Facilities Funding,
$8.0M

New FTEs for Additional
Response Units, $1.3M

Internal Allocations,
$2.7M

Reserve Funding*,
$1.1M

New Apparatus &
Equipment Funding,
$5.7M

*Initial funding for fiscal sustainability and compliance with reserve policy

Existing Roving Firefighters,
Support Staff & Operating
Expenses, $10.3M


